The prognostic significance of breast tumour microcalcifications.
The prognostic significance of breast tumour microcalcifications has shown, so far, contradictory results. We compared two groups of breast cancer patients: in the first group, the patients showed mammographic and histological microcalcifications, whereas the second group did not. The prognostic indices for both groups included the size of the primary tumour, the number of positive axillary nodes, the histological type, the grade, the hormone-receptor status and the menopausal status. An increased number of cases with both oestrogen and progesterone receptor-positive tumours was found in the group with microcalcifications, which is a favorable prognostic sign for these patients. For the remaining prognostic indices there was no difference between the two groups.